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KM Café
“Tonight’s dinner was the best dinner we have ever had at KM Café,” 

remarked one sixth grader as she took a bite of a burrito. Forty-three 
people, parents, teachers and children shared the monthly dinner hosted 
by the KM Sisterhood. Held on the last Tuesday of every month, the KM 
Café has been serving between 40–60 people each month since the pro-
gram began last school year. 

Where else can we get a healthy and delicious meal at $5.00/person? 
Our November diners feasted on fresh southwestern salad, chopped 
salad, burritos with homemade guacamole and salsa, and rice. Parents 
and children were both content with the dessert choices, fresh strawber-
ries, raspberries, and blueberries and whipped cream, mangoes and fresh 
fruit pops. It’s so much fun to prepare food for the kids and to watch 
them enjoying each other outside of the classroom. Many thanks to the 
wonderful Sisterhood women who volunteered their time to cook, serve 
and clean up. A special thank you to Elizabeth Gelbard, Bella Filler, 
Heather Moses, Cynthia Sikes, Prissi Cohen, Michael Morrisette and 
Tony Martinez.

Purim comes but 
once a year . . .
The Purim Megillah Reading and 

Raffl e will be held WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 7. Raffl e tickets are still only 
$50 which is a small price to pay for 
all the fun you’re going to have and all 
the good you’re going to do! And, who 
knows, perhaps the GRAND PRIZE 
will have your name on it! 

We are also looking for prizes. If 
you can help by donating un-used gift 
cards, restaurant certifi cates, movie 
passes, time shares etc. we’ll have 
that much more! Please send you 
tax deductible donations to KM, attn: 
Sandy Rosenblatt Ways and Means 
Vice President.
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A Few Words from Kehillat Ma’arav’s 
Membership Committee

Are you one of the fortunate community members who 
attended last month’s performance by comedian Archie 
Barkan along with the KM Choir? It was phenomenally 

entertaining, included a warm hamish atmosphere and featured 
an outstanding buffet. Kudos to the KM Sisterhood and espe-
cially its co-presidents Prissi Cohen and Lori Mendez for creat-
ing and facilitating this magnificent event, the KM Choir for 
another superb performance and KM Sisterhood talent scout 
Fern Margolis who discovered Archie, one of the last remaining 
and very funny Catskills performers.

Calling those of you who like to 
sing—in your house, in your 
car, even at KM services! We 

invite you to enjoy the camaraderie 
and harmonies of singing in our KM 
choir.

Recently we have taken part in 
Friday night services, as well as being 
the warm-up act for the Archie 
Barkan comedy evening. If you have 
heard us sing, you know how much 
fun we have.

We meet on Wednesday evenings in 
the sanctuary from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., 
led by KM member Judy Gottes-
man. Please join us. No prior choral 
experience or music reading ability 
required. Come give it a try in the 
new year, 2012!

During her introductory comments, Prissi mentioned that 
the event was also a fundraiser. Fundraising is part and parcel 
of synagogue life. Facilities, utilities, maintenance and staffing 
are standard expenses of most organizations. They consume a 
large part of our budget. Additionally like most synagogues, 
the expense of operating KM’s Religious School exceeds tuition 
income. Supplemental funding is an ongoing need. To that end 
KM has a variety of ways that you can help. 

If there’s a simcha you wish to acknowledge or gratitude that you’d 
like to express, consider doing it with a tribute. Either visit http://km-
synagogue.org/support-km/tributes-and-donations/ or call the syna-
gogue office for assistance. For wedding, b’nai mitzvah, newborn and 
engagement gifts, or for beautiful items to enhance your own home, 
visit the KM Gift Shop. You may memorialize a loved one with a 
plaque on the KM Memorial Wall in the sanctuary and you may 
honor friends and/or family with a leaf on the KM Tree of Life in 
the atrium. If you’ve a special occasion coming up, you may share 
it with the community by sponsoring a Kiddush. 

Finally, if you still haven’t signed off on your list of New Year 
Resolutions please add “Support Kehillat Ma’arav” to it. It’s a 
mitzvah that will bring joy to others as well as yourself. 

Leonard M. Solomon
Membership Committee

Left to right: KM Sisterhood assistants in training, Sisterhood kitchen 
crew, Archie Barkin with Lori Mendez and Prissi Cohen, Shirley Strom 
and Archie Barkin.

Sing!
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Classic Catering by Balabusta

No party or event is too big or too small for Balabusta. 
Whether planning an intimate gathering of family 
and friends or coordinating an event for hundreds of 

guests, Balabusta has the expertise to have elegance fill the 
room. As a full service catering company, Balabusta special-
izes in designing and creating unique, customized packages 
for each client. Utilizing more than 30 years of special event 
and catering experience, Balabusta focuses on all aspects of 
creating the perfect affair. From location scouting to party 
themes to menu preparation, Balabusta is well equipped to 
handle all details of any function.

With a full-time staff of highly trained professionals, 
Balabusta works with its clients to create the perfect event. 
Personal event coordinators will develop and implement 
all aspects of the function to meet the client’s goals, work-
ing within individual budgets. Presenting a combination of 
incomparable food and excellent staffing, Balabusta offers 
complete in-house services. Whether planning a wedding, 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, birthday party, or black tie gala, let Bala-
busta make the experience an affair to remember. 
818-344-3417  •  Balabustacatering.com

George and Florence Eber 
Memorial Lecture

Education at Kehillat Ma’arav serves not only the parents 
of the children in the Religious School, but also the KM 
community, and the Jewish community as a whole, as 

well. Clearly the parents have a stake in the school. Whether 
it’s to provide a path to a bar or bat mitzvah, or to provide for 
a well-rounded Jewish education for the child, the parents have 
a stake in the outcomes of the educational program. The KM 
community also has a stake in that we would like to see the 
children of our members grow up to be committed Jews, com-
mitted to the same set of Jewish values that we believe are good, 
and that are the values of our current members. The Jewish 
community as a whole has a stake in the outcome, not only for 
the survival of Jewry, but for what we as Jews can bring to the 
world. The fact that Jews have won Nobel prizes far in excess of 
what our numbers would indicate is a testament to the fact that 
we do believe in doing good for humanity as a whole.

Clearly, we can determine if our school program is meeting 
the needs of our parents and the KM community as long as 
we get feedback from both audiences. Input from the Jewish 
community at large is harder to come by. We get feedback on 
our Religious School program from the parents who are active 
members of the Education Committee. We get very little feed-
back from other parents. In addition, we get very little feed-
back from members of the KM community who either have no 

children in the school or no longer have children in the school. 
So, we don’t know if we are meeting the needs of the majority 
of the parents or the KM community. We would like to hear 
from you. Please provide us with feedback at km-education@
hotmail.com.

In last month’s Voice, I brought up the issue of adult educa-
tion. Is that of interest? Please let us know if you do have inter-
est and what kind of courses you would like to see us provide. 
Send us feedback on this issue at km-education@hotmail.com, 
as well.

Religious School and  
Youth Doings
Manny Baker
V.P. Education

Communicate With Us

Parents, Please Note

Depending upon what your child’s public school’s 
policy is regarding community service credits, your chil-
dren can receive community service credits for partici-
pating in services by reading torah, leading portions of 
the service, and for other similar activities. If you would 
like for your children to receive such credits, please con-
tact your child’s school to find out what their policy is. If 
they do give such credit, their participation will be docu-
mented so that they can receive the appropriate credit.

Sunday, March 11, 2012  
(brunch, time TBA)
Join us for our 10th Annual 
Eber Memorial Lecture. Our 
speaker will be Dr. Ziony Zevit, 
Ph.D., Distinguished Professor 
of Biblical Literature and 
Northwest Semitic Languages at 
American Jewish University. 

THIS LECTURE IS OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 
WITHOUT CHARGE, and truly, everyone is invited 
to attend. The George and Florence Eber Annual 
Memorial Lecture endowment was established by the 
family in loving memory of George and Florence, whose 
lives embodied “The Jewish Home.”
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JANUARY
TRIBUTES

as of December 20

SARIES
Mazel Tov to Our  
January Celebrants

DAYS
18 years and younger

Marsha and Laurie Furst on the marriage of their daughter, 
Mariel, to Michael Israeli on Saturday, November 26.
Pat and Len Solomon on the birth of their grandson, Auriah 
(Izzy) Israel Rosenfeld on Monday, December  5.

CONDOLENCES TO

MAZEL TOV TO

Sara Sherman on the passing of her brother, Moshe 
Sharafiyan on Friday,  November  18, in Israel.

Milton and Shulamit Dolnick Ash, 63rd anniversary

Lee and Toby Brannen, 16th anniversary

Jackie Kosecoff and Robert Brook, 30th anniversary

Stephanie McColgan and Moshe BenDayan,  
   14th anniversary

Jeff and Judy Gottesman, 24th anniversary

Vadim and Yelena Israilevich, 16th anniversary

Leon and Sharon Janks, 28th anniversary

Area and Jonathan Kramarsky, 10th anniversary

Sid and Carole Meltzner, 40th anniversary

Neville and Fay Pimstone, 49th anniversary

Gillian Lyn Dunn
Eli Geschwind
Jake Goldberger
Eva Kitra Jussim
Micah Shir Jussim
Jason Oberman
Lev Ricanati
Arielle Shnayder

In honor of
•	 A Dinner Dance event by 

Arlene and Gerald Davis

•	 Miriam Apsel, for all your help 
with the KM Sisterhood by 
Prissi Cohen

•	 The marriage of their daughter, 
Mariel, to Michael Israeli by 
Marsha and Laurie Furst

Mazel Tov to
•	 Holly and Joel Strom on their 

anniversary by Shirley and 
David Strom

•	 Pat and Len Solomon on the 
birth of their grandson, Auriah 
(Izzy) Israel Rosenfeld by Brana 
and Ron Hall, Elaine and 
Sherwin Olken, Evelyn and 
Herb Berger and Shirley and 
David Strom

Thank you to
•	 Elliot Goldberg, for all your 

help by Shirley and David 
Strom

In memory of 
•	 Aaron Zimbler, father of Donna 

Simon by Donna and Gil Simon

•	 Alex Lowenthal, uncle of Joel 
Strom by Joel and Holly Strom 

•	 Anny Cronheim, grandmother 
of Linda Zwang-Weissman 
by Linda and Barry Zwang-
Weissman

•	 Audrey Klein, mother of Mimi 
Klein by Mimi Klein

•	 Baby Kranz, daughter of Judy 
Baker by Judy and Manny 
Baker

•	 Bernard Karpel, father of Susan 
Karpel by Susan Karpel

•	 Dinah Posternack, mother of 
Elaine Olken by Elaine and 
Sherwin Olken

•	 Enid Karpel Nagler, sister of 
Susan Karpel by Susan Karpel

•	 Estelle Karpel, mother of Susan 
Karpel by Susan Karpel

•	 Frances Urwitz, mother of 
Suzanne Schweitzer by Suzanne 
and Stuart Schweitzer

•	 Hosea Scholtz, father-in-law of 
Michael Wyte and grandfather 
of Yael and Tamar Wyte by 
Michael, Yael and Tamar Wyte

•	 Ida Nach, mother of Rachel 
Tooch by Rachel and Sam 
Tooch

•	 Jeanette Gleich, mother of Ann 
Harris by Ann Harris

•	 Milton Rothenberg, father of 
Shelley Gould by Shelley and 
Mark Gould

•	 Rebecca Silon, mother of Steve 
Silon by Steve and Audra Silon

•	 Rena Epstein, grandmother 
of Joel Strom and by Joel and 
Holly Strom

•	 Rose Cohen, grandmother of 
Beverly Bienstock and mother 
of Estelle Gray by Beverly and 
Bernie Bienstock

•	 Ruth Turetsky, mother of Carol 
Turetsky by Carol Turetsky

•	 Sarah Kraft, grandmother of 
Dorita Gotlieb by Dorita and 
Eugene Gotlieb

•	 Scott Mitchel Olken, son of 
Elaine and Sherwin Olken by 
Elaine and Sherwin Olken

•	 Selma Greenberg, grandmother 
of Sharon Krischer by Sharon 
and Joel Krischer

•	 Seymour Nemeroff, brother of 
Eileen Goldberg by Eileen and 
Lew Goldberg

•	 Sidney Rosenfeld, uncle of 
Irv Rosenfeld by Irv and Gail 
Rosenfeld

PRAYERBOOK FUND
In memory of
•	 Hilda and Alex Lowenthal, 

sister and brother-in-law of 
Shirley Strom by Shirley and 
David Strom

•	 Bernard and Estelle Karpel and 
Enid Karpel Nagler by Susan 
Karpel

•	 Rena and Abraham Epstein, 
mother and father of Shirley 
Strom by Shirley and David 
Strom

RABBI’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
A Donation by
•	 Marsha and Laurie Furst

In memory of
•	 Bernard Karpel, father of 

Susan Karpel by Susan Karpel

CANTOR’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of
•	 Estelle Karpel, mother of 

Susan Karpel by Susan Karpel
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ZEITS
The memory of the  

righteous is for a blessing.
–Proverbs 10:7“

”

Men’s Club
KM Men’s Club Meeting
Monday, January 9, 7 p.m. at KM

The Men’s Club will be arranging our 2012 calendar and we 
would like everybody’s input. Please come and participate. 
Thank you for your help in our first full year, and welcome 
to all the new members.

Herb Berger
310-458-5565
papaherbi@aol.com

Kaddish will be recited on 
January 7, 2012 for:
Tevet 12, 5772 (1/7/2012)
Gladys Dunn 
	 mother of Joshua Dunn 
Marvin J Kohn 
	 brother of Stanley Kohn 
Louis Korowitz 
	 father of Elaine Korowitz 

Tevet 13, 5772 (1/8/2012)
Mathilde Margolis 
	 mother of Mayer Margolis

Tevet 14, 5772 (1/9/2012)
Lena Albert 
	 grandmother of Susan 

Greenberg Norman 
Thelma Alpern 
	 sister of Sandy Ziegler 
Myra Levine 
	 sister of Lorna Belman

Tevet 15, 5772 (1/10/2012)
Trudy Baron 
	 mother of Susan Sulami 
David Stern 
	 uncle of Linda Topal

Tevet 16, 5772 (1/11/2012)
Channa Dolnick 
	 mother of Shulamit 

Dolnick Ash
James Bennett Osterman 
	 brother of Kathie Rose
Bernard Pimstone 
	 brother of Neville 

Pimstone 

Tevet 17, 5772 (1/12/2012)
Minna Kaplan 
	 grandmother of Hannah 

Ganezer
Rose Rosenblatt 
	 grandmother of Sandy 

Rosenblatt

Tevet 18, 5772 (1/13/2012)
Richard Maibaum 
	 father of Matthew 

Maibaum 

Kaddish will be recited on 
January 14, 2012 for:
Tevet 19, 5772 (1/14/2012)
Esther Rosenfeld 
	 mother of Irv Rosenfeld 

Tevet 20, 5772 (1/15/2012)
Fritzi Erdosi 
	 mother of Thomas Erdosi
Doris Posner 
	 mother of Judy Shapiro 

Tevet 21, 5772 (1/16/2012)
Matilde GuendelmanGlasner 
	 mother of Tom Glasner

Helen Levine 
	 mother of Paul Levine
Shoshana Sharafiyan 
	 mother of Sara Sherman

Tevet 22, 5772 (1/17/2012)
Tamar Becker 
	 mother of Ornah Becker
Harry Segal 
	 grandfather of Lolly 

Bennett 
Samuel Tamaroff 
	 father of Tammy 

Steinsapir, grandfather of 
Darcy Savoy

Tevet 23, 5772 (1/18/2012)
Morris Davidson 
	 uncle of Judy Baker 
Morris Horwitz 
	 father of Susie Yure'
Robert Kohler Osterman 
	 father of Kathie Rose

Tevet 24, 5772 (1/19/2012)
Bernard Samson 
	 father of Gary Samson

Tevet 25, 5772 (1/20/2012)
Solomon Gerber 
	 father of Denise Gerber
Ellen Karoll 
	 sister of Donna Bayer 

Simon 
Aaron Osterman 
	 grandfather of Kathie 

Rose

Kaddish will be recited on 
January 21, 2012 for:
Tevet 26, 5772 (1/21/2012)
Margaret Ash 
	 mother of Milton Ash 
Morris Goldberg 
	 father of Elliot Goldberg

Tevet 27, 5772 (1/22/2012)
Lisa Hall 
	 daughter of Ron Hall 
Nathan Landgarten 
	 remembered by the KM 

congregation 
Gertrude Lowis 
	 grandmother of Roslyn 

Menitoff

Tevet 28, 5772 (1/23/2012)
Gisela Gessert 
	 mother of Barbara 

GessertSchmalz 
Lea Kramarsky 
	 mother of Jonathan 

Kramarsky
Yehudit Soltz 
	 mother-in-law of Michael 

Wyte 

Tevet 29, 5772 (1/24/2012)
Abe Ballonoff 
	 husband of Edith Ballonoff, 

father of Lynn Beliak 
Eva Kramer 
	 mother of Dorine Kramer 

and Beverly Schwartz, 
grandmother of Andrea 
Jussim

Shevat 1, 5772 (1/25/2012)
Henry Latiner 
	 father of Forrest Latiner
Gabriel Rosenthal 
	 father of Marian Goldsmith 

Shevat 2, 5772 (1/26/2012)
Abraham Gross 
	 grandfather of Shelly 

Vedres

Shevat 3, 5772 (1/27/2012)
Sigmund Posner 
	 father of Judy Shapiro 

Kaddish will be recited on 
January 28, 2012
Shevat 4, 5772 (1/28/2012)
Joel David Cohen 
	 grandfather of Nathalie 

Hoffman

Shevat 5, 5772 (1/29/2012)
Hannah Goldsmith 
	 mother of Charles 

Goldsmith
Louis Gross 
	 father of Shelly Vedres
Karl Peterson 
	 father of April Peterson 
Pauline Taube 
	 aunt of Stan Ziegler

Shevat 6, 5772 (1/30/2012)
Atida Levine 
	 mother of Judi Levine 

Ethel Menitoff 
	 mother of Michael Menitoff
Samuel H. Sheplow 
	 brother of Bernice Stein

Shevat 7, 5772 (1/31/2012)
Shirle Fleck 
	 aunt of Kathie Rose
Benjamin Reff 
	 father of Albert Reff 

Shevat 8, 5772 (2/1/2012)
Hy Baker 
	 brother of Manny Baker
Isaac Stein 
	 grandfather of Nathalie 

Hoffman
Arthur Swerdloff 
	 father of Lauren Swerdloff 

Shevat 9, 5772 (2/2/2012)
Arnold Kurtz 
	 brother of Maurice Kurtz
Lillian Turk 
	 aunt of David Strom
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Kehillat Ma’arav in Santa Monica Presents: 
KM Playdates
Playdates specially designed for Jewish parents AND their children

Parents join their little ones for Jewish-themed storytelling, sensory 
activities, and music. Children learn new skills and form their first 
Jewish friendships in a safe, warm, and nurturing environment, 
while parents get to share their parenting experiences with other 
Jewish parents. 

KM Playdates Schedule
Sundays, February 5, March 4, 
Mondays, February 27, March 12, March 19

KM Playdates will be held at Kehillat Ma’arav from 10 to 11 a.m.

All playdates will be led by Liora Taylor who is a young Jewish 
mommy and Hebrew tutor.
KM Playdates also include family group circles, parent-to-parent 
conversations, and open-play activities for children.
Cost: $50 for all six KM Playdates listed above. 
Please RSVP at the KM office before Wednesday, February 1, 2012.  

Are You a Jewish Parent with a 
Child Between Four Months  

and Two Years Old?
•

Would You Like to Meet Other 
Hip Jewish Parents In Your Area?

•
Create Your Own Local Jewish 
Social Network, and Get All the 

“Likes” You and Your Child Need!


